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18 net mals the Apprehegfion 
ol che Vulgar, (who are every 
Day remarkable for their Stupid 
Conjecturcs) but alſo Perſons of no 
ſmall Penetration have been alarm'd 
at the great Number of Raree-Shows, 
which of late have paſsd under our 
Windows. And ſome who had a high 
Idea of the King of Sicil/s Politicks, 
cou'd not be perſwaded but that the 
Puppets might ſtart up into Armies, 
while the Maſter of the Engine was a 
General in diſguiſe ready to head the 
Inchanted Enemy. But Heaven which 


has always protected this Nation both 
againſt 


B 


DEDICATION. 


againſt publick and private Aſſaults, 


inſpired ſome of our Zealous Magi- 
firates, happily to ſurpriſe theſe in- 


viſible Camps beſore they co 


cou' d bring 
about theic ſuſpected Kd Val 


own, I am not quite fo extrav Mar 
in my Speculations; yet I cannot 

think the ſudden Appearance df t the 
Savoyards ; did prognoſticatc ſome 
dangerous Revolution; not of the 
Government, (which Puppets cannot 
expect to Subvert, when Whole Ar: 
mies of more than Men, have been 
ſo often repuls d) but of ſome other 


e 


Branch of our Happineſs. - And ac- 


cording to my Divination, they ſee 
to have been a Providential Warning 


of t at overgrown Raree-Show : The 


Maſquerade, which was lately exhibited 
to the great Detriement of Wit, and 


Ingenuity. However, I will ſtand 


Corr ected 1 in my Opinion, by thoſe 


who 


DE PDPTCATION. 

vlio can give a better Acedunt of the 
Surpriſo clit Town! has been in upon 
that Occaſion. Now, Madam, the 
Stage (where you have long Reign d 
Abſolute) being the chief Staple” of 
it, I make bold to remind you of 
the Danger your Charge is in, unleſs 
the Pablick be well Guarded againſt 
the Attack: The Mob will always be 
Ieotrigible: upon this Head, but 
ſach as ale capable to diſtinguiſh be- 
evcen Mrs Oldfield npon the Stage, 
and the Muff d Crew in the Hay-marker, 
will never forgive themſelves that 
Piece of Prodigality, in prying three 
Gumeas and a Half to ſee Nature in 
a Maſque, inſtead of a Crown to ſee 
her in her own Shape. They only 
give a Dark Leſſon which none under- 
ſtand But ſuch as are Accuſtom'd to 
diſcourſe by Signs; whereas ygu give 
a fine turn to good Senſe and Breed- 

ing, 


D DI CAT O 
ing, by a quick and prevailing Me⸗ 
thod. You entertain our Reaſon, they 


amuſe the Senſe with a Suſpenſion of 


| Reaſon. You enter into the Paſſi 10nsS;. | 


and Follies of Mankind, and diſcover 
the Fort, and the Foible of all Stations. 
They Adminiſter Matter for your 
Ridicule, or Compaſſion. Jou in fine 
ve a Rational Life, they an Animal 
Life. And that the Stage may al- 
ways Flouriſh, (as it never can fail, 
while it is under the Influence of ſo 
powerful a Pretefrix) is the conſtant 
wilh of one, who 1s no farther a 
Friend to Maſquerades than by being 


unwilling to diſcover how much he 
15. | | 


Your great Admirer 
5 and moſt humble 


Servant. C. R. 


aw IM 


THE 


Afi 15 return 50 the other 95 from wifi ting 4 
Friend in the City, two Things very 
auch ſurprix d me. One was the Idle Poſture 
of the. Goldſmiths in Lombard - ſtreet, zhe o- 
ther was the Melancholy Aſpeck of the Book - 
ſcllers in St. Paul* -Church-yard. The firſt 
was owing to the Scarcity of Silver, the latter to 
a Decay of Wit. And as a Diſtemper naturally 


d | calls out for a Cure, ſo within my ſelf I aſum 4 
2 | the Quality of 4 Phylician. I overlookd the 
4 firſt Misfortune as too big for my Care, and 
e beſides being 4 Politick Evil, it ſcem d to re- 


quire a National Conſultation to draw Mem 
out of the Surpriſe. The other appear'd to be 
any Mans Buſineſs, wherefore uſing the com- 
mon Freedom of other Sons of Adam, I was 
reſolved to probe the bottom of the Wound, and 
make an Eſſay towards reitoring thoſe Smuglers 
of Learning the Bookſellers, to a Priſtine Sere- 
nity of Countenance. 


1 


The PREFACE. * 
That a bright. Nation hon dl become Dull. 


and Inſipid, is ſomewhat ſuitable to "other 
Steps of Divine Providence, which is remark- 
able for Variety in that Kind. And if all Sub. 
luhary things art ſubſe to charge, why 
wo nut expect to ſee an Ebbingj and Flowin 
of Wit > Nature puts a ſtop to the Growth of 
all other Produ@ions, and fteds them only thut 
they may Subſiſt, not that they may increafe to 
a Gigantick Size. The keeneft Appetite muy 
. be Coy d. Aud every Nation has 4 non plus 
| | ultra in the way of Trade. And why may not 
ATßbere be a glut as well of Wit, as of Merchah- 
dize, or Victuals? A few Tears ago, Dunkirk: 


was 4 rich, td" flouriſhing Town; nom tis 4 
Neft of Beggarr. Aud why? Their Stock is 
Spent, and they have no Import, In a Word, 
＋ the brighteſt Beauties are obliged to ſubmit 
to an Alteration, and the Sun it ſelf ſometimes. 
5 4 Total Ecelipſe, the Britiſh Nation 
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1 Complaints of the 8 T4 0 f, Oc. 

g Have for a conſi derable time 
beena private Obſerver of what 
I now preſume to make pub. 
lick: And it was a very irk- 
ſome Meditation in my retit d 
Moments, to reflect that Show Shou'd be pre- 
fer d to intrin/ich, Merit; the Fi aler, to 110 


Phi. 
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Philoſopher, and a Krave under a Maſque to 


thoſe who never.refus'd to appear barefac d 
inthe moſt Criticel Seaſons. This degenerate 


State of the Nation in regard of Wit moved 


me with a compaſſionate Cu riofity, to'look 
into the grounds, and occaſion of it. And 
upon a general Survey of the abuſe, I found 
it proceeded from attributing too much to 
the Senſes, and too little to the Judgment, 
Men of Wit, w Studied.to refine the Soul 
were diſcountenancd, ag: only thoſe cargl'd 
who cob d give the Senſes an Animal Amuſe- 
ment. Now as no Diſtemper comes toa head 
on a ſuddain, ſo this grand Enemy to Liberal 
Sriences call'd a Maſquerade was uſher'd into 
the Nation by little irrational Entertainments, 
wich all look d the ſame way, and took their 
riſe from the Populace, Stupidity, and want 


of Reflexion. For as Nits by aſſembling to- 
gether in corners do grow into Lice, ſo Puppet- 


Shows, Ruree. Sboms, Balls, Aſſemblies, and 


Operd's by a quick growth became a Maſque- | 


rade. But that the Cure of this dangerous 
Diſtemper may be render d Compleat, I will 
look into the Origin of this woeful Revolt 
from Mit, to Stupidity. 15 

70 Leſſer 


W ty . | tig ro 6 
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Leſſer Failings } in point of Wit have been a 
long time bore with, as chiefly reigning 
among Perſons of no Conſequence." — 
And tho now and then a Man o f Diſtinfion, 
was ſeen at the Bear-garden, or een his 
Parts in Lincolns-Inn-fields, tis only of late 
that a General Defection has been obſerv'd, 
and that the Wit of the Srage has been obliged 
to give way to the dumb Pageantry of a Maf. 
querade." When firſt I heard: a deſeription of 
one of thoſe noble Exhibitions, it ſeem d to me 
that either the Nation had committed ſome 
notorious Villany, or that they were prepar'd- 


Ito do it, becauſe they durſt not ſhow their 
Face. And indeed, they have committed the 


| greateſt of Pillanferz Wit i is aſſaſſinated, and 
Jin a Maſque too, that the Murtherer may ber- 


ter 5 1 the hand of juſtice. 
But to enter upon the Cauſe. This Rare- 
Show where H——r turns the Key to ſer the 


| Puppets a dancing has no other claim to Inge- 
I nuity than what is derived from a Learned 


Taylor, or a Nimble Butler; All the intrinſick 


worth conſiſts | in the Beauties of the Back and 
| Belly, Oh! what a glorious Entertainment 
| will be for Poiterity half a Century hence, to - 


B call 
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call over the 2 Atchievements of their] ,F 
Anceſtors, who in ſuch a Kings Reign, i in ſuch | put 
a year of our Lord, and on ſuch a day of the |] cel 
Month, were ſo Ingenious as to ut a Taylor Dt 
n mind of ſhap ing a Piece of elyet into a4 
Spaniſh Doubles to the great Admirati6n of all 
Spectators? And what a remarkable Epocha of 
domeſtiek Occurrences: will it beto dare them ¶ vu 
from the time that noble Trophy was hang D 
upin the Wardrobe, with the Learned Obſer- „ 
vation of, This was My Grand| fre Dreſs a 4 >; 
ſuch a Maſquerade, „ 5 an 
Wi has been, viſibly upon n the Deaay ever in 
ſince the? N ation ſeem d en Jt to prefer Ha- 7; 
mar let to Drury- lane: ; And the Pleaſures 5 
APE to the Beauties of the Mind.” Muſick 
it Toe molt bs but Noiſe under different Mo 
dific tions, and Effects the Ear, | as Colours 
affect the Eye: But neither reach the Soul. 2} 
Both Seeing, and Hearing are irrational, and 0 
Animal Entertainments. Some make it a 2 
great Queſtion whether a Poet ought to be b 
A 
t 


eſteem d a Vit; becauſe the Singularity of 
the performance which ſhou'd purchaſe him 
that Name is all Muſical. ' The beſt Poems 


are only common Senſe, with the advantage. 
: . of 


13) 
ir of Jingle: and Rhime ; which diverts the Ear 
ch] but 1 improves not the Underſtanding. ' Thoſe 
de celebrated Verſes of Mr. 1 upon: the 
or | Duke of Buckingham. ; 

a Who in the Space of one Revolving Moon, 
uy was Fidler, Stateſman, Chymiſt, and Buffon. 
Il On oly amount to this piece of poor, 
ni vulgar, common Senſe, vid. His Grace the 
Dale of Buckingham Was ſeldom of the fame 
uind 4 Month together. So that the Perfe- 
Aion of Poetry is to put a good Tune to proſe, 
and the Port and the Fidler are almoſt equal 
rin their claim as to Wie. Rubbing a few 
Horſe-hdirs upon Cat-gutts, or riſing higher, 
or lower with a Mans Voice are but poor 
Topicks, to render a Nation famous. Ay, 
but Muſi > is Divine, and full of Charms. 
I allow ſome People 8 Fingers are more man- 
ageable. than n others. And one hasa more 
open Throat, a clearer Pipe, Teeth berter 
adapted t. articulate ſound than another z 
but at the ame time, this i is all a Mechanical 


tween a Fool, and a Muſician. 


than Maſquerades, | Auarice, and Luit, are 
5 the 


Advantage, Kill there } is no Inconſiſtence be. 


Aſemblies are no Jebs of ill See e 
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the two Capital Inducements to meet upon 
ſuch Occaſions. But neither of them require 
much Wit. There may be Craft indeed, in 
ſhaking the Elbow, and dealing out the 
Cards, as alſo ſomething of Management in 
carrying on an Amorous Intrigue; but a 
Blockhead is as capable to nick the Main, asa 
Man of Senſe 3, and there is no occaſion to be 
a Philoſopher for a Man to cuckhold his 
Neighbour. A good Aſſurance, and a Purſe 
of Gold will do the Feat. 

Balls are till a greater Prejudice to Wit. 
They pluck it up by the very Roots, by de- 
ſtroy ing Thought, and RefleF1on, and expo- II 
ſing Mortals to a continual Dſſipation off, 
Mind. Tis indeed an Ingenious, Enquiry 3 || ve 
to find out who and who were Partners at a re. 
Country Dance. And turning ſometimes to Þ thi 
the Right, and ſometimes to the Left, may ? 
be of great Iniporrance to human Kind. And || 80 
tis about as much a Subject of Triumph to Þ| Pc 
cut a Capre three quarters of a yard high, as | w 

to ſtep upon one of the Benches in the Mall; | 
and ſo leap down again. I know no Sub⸗ tri 
ſtantial Difference there is between ſhuffling || fe 
a Mans Feet upon the Ground, and playing | T 


with 


(* I; 
with his Cravat. Is not 5 / Clinch preferable 
to Nicholini in variety of Noiſe-Wit ? It wou'd 
| | be too low and trivial an Obſervation, to inſiſt 

much upon the Artipathy there is between 
| | it, and thoſe vulgar Paſtimes, Rope-dan- 
ding. Foot-ball, Wreſtling, Puppet-ſhows, &c. 
Vet it will not be amiſs to mention them 
e || upon that Account. For tho broken Shins, 
s broken Heads, Contuſions, Diſlocations, un- 
e mannerly Orinning, Hoarſnets, and offenſive 

Vociferations, are only the unmediate Effect 
t. Jof thoſe Paſtimes, yet they diſcover the 


e- Want, and very much incline Mankind to a 
> | Decay of Wit. 


very of the Nature of this Diſtemper, I will 
reduce the occaſions of the decay of Wit, to 
theſe three Heads. Some may be eſteem'd 
Natural; others Moral; others Politick. 

Some are not witty, becauſe * cis Not in their 
to | Power, others are too good Chriſtians to be 
as | witty ; a Third ſort are deterr' d from it by a 
UI; Principle of Self-Preſervation, Tis a Con- 
ub- | troverted Point, whether there be any dif- 
ing || ference in the natural Perfections of the Soul. 
ing This | is a Piece of Curioſity I am not willing 


to 


=. 
—— 


- ' But that I may yet make a farther Diſco- 
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the two capital Inducements to meet upon 
ſuch Occaſions. But neither of them require 
much Wit. There may be Craft indeed, in 
ſhaking the Elbow, and dealing out the 
Cards, as alſo ſomething of Management in 
carrying on an Amorows Intrigue; but a 
Blockhead is as capable to nick the Main, as a 
Man of Senſe; and there is no occaſion to be 
a Philoſopher for a Man to cuckhold his 
Neighbour. A good Aſſurance, and: a Purſe 
of Gold will do the Feat, 

Balli are ſtill a greater Prejudice to Wit. 
They pluck i it up by the very Roots, by de- 
ſtroying Thought, and Refleckion, and expo- 
ſing Mortals to a continual Dſſipation of 
Mind. Tis indeed an Ingenious Enquiry ; 
to find out who and who were Partners at 3 
Country Dance. And turning ſometimes to 
the Right, and ſometimes to the Left, may 
be of great Importance to human Kind. And 
tis about as much a Subject of Triumph to 
cut a Capre three quarters of a yard high, as 

to ſtep upon one of the Benches in the Mall; 

and ſo leap down again. 1 know no Sub⸗ 
ſtantial Difference there is between ſhuffling 

a Mans Feet upon the Ground, and playing 


with 


Tec 


the 


80 


tre 
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| with his Cravat. Is not Mr. Cinch preferable 
to Nicholini in variety of Noiſe-Wit ? It wou'd 
ve too low and trivial an Obſervation, to inſiſt 
much upon the Avtipathy there is between 
yu, and thoſe vulgar Paſtimes, Rope. dan- 
eing. Foot- hall, Wreſtling, Puppet ſboms, &c. 
a Let it will not be amiſs to mention them 
e upon that Account. For tho broken Shins, 
s broken Heads, Contuſions, Diſlocations, un- 
e mannerly Grinning, Hoarſnels, and offenſive 
Vociferations, are only the immediate Effect 
r. of thoſe Paſtimes, yet they diſcover the 
- | Want,” and very much incline Mankind to a 
Decay of Wit. 

But that I may yet make a farther Diſco- 
very of the Nature of this Diſtemper, I will 
reduce the occaſions of the decay of Mit, to 
theſe three Heads. Some may be eſteem'd 
Natural; others Moral; others Politick. 
dome are not witty, becauſe * cis Not in their 
to | Power, others are too good Chriſtians to be 
as | witty ; a Third ſort are deterr' d from it by a 
II; | Principle of Self- Preſervation, 'Tis a Con- 
1b- | troverted Point, whether there be any dif- 
ng | ference. in the natural Perfections of the Soul. 
ing This 1 is a Piece of Curioſity I am not willing 


to 


616) 


to dwell upon; tho indeed it ren to me, 
as if the only Difference were in the O organi- 
zation of the Body. A Wit becomes a Mad, 
man by paying 83 diſplac'd, in his 
Head; and a Natural Fool would have been 


a wiſe Man, it. ſome Accident, had not di- 


ſturb d the Formation of the Fatus. A Fool 
is crippl d in his Brain, as One that has a ſhort 
Leg is crippl d in that Member. Yet we 
cannot ſay there is any Defect in the Soul, in 
either Caſe. But to wave this Point, among 
the Natural Tmpediments of Wit, The Climate 


may be conſiderd in the firſt Place. | The 


Sun certainly has a ſtrong Inflaence upon the 
lower World ; . it affects not t only the Earth, 


the paſſi ons of the Soul. 'Ya the 1 it 
produces Suheer, Gold, and Diamonds, In 


the Southern Parts of Europe, Wine, Marble, 
Oranges, Oliu ves, Ve. Towards the North it 

is prolific i in Focke, Heath, Crabht, Goafther 
ries, Hops, Beer, Potatoes. And why this 


Difference i in the Fruits of the Earth; ? But 


becauſe the Rays of the Sun a1 are more Feeble, 


the; pearer ſhe approacheth.to, the Northern 


Pole. . 


7) 

pole. mik many of her Productions in 
„ ſoch Adela: may be look d upon as the 
1 Abb#tives of Natares,  Huina# Bodies in like 
' | mantier lie ander the ſame Influence: It is 
attributed to the ſtranger, or weaker Vi- 
brations of tlie Sun, that ſome of the Inha- 
bitants of the Earth urs black, others tavny; 
others wut. 7 the fame Method, Man's 
Ste is alter'd, as well as his Colour. The 
Souther Momen deaſe to bear Children ſoon 
after "Twenty! ; the ſtubborn Northern Laſt, 
holds out tilt hear Fifty. All which pro- 
e ceeds very much from the Differenee of Cli- 
nate c. Tes, both Sickneſs and Health, de- 
5 pend in many Reſpects upon the Power of 
5 the Sun. A dull, hazy Day, diftarbs the 
i Ferbperatmene of the Boch, and ſetts the Hu- 
mours afloat; 'whitfeds a bright Sea ſon draws 
2 them out and diſſolves em in the Air, by 
way of Petſpiration. Mediterranean Coun- 


4 Hands. There the Air is thin, and refin'd, 
here thick, and moiſt. This occalianeth a 
diffetence in the Paſſions, and penetration of 
the Irhabitants. Under this Head we may 
: conſider Diet Was very much conducing to 

lb render 


treys are not ſo ſubject to dull Influences as 


lye under, as 


(18) 
render Perſons dull, or ſprightly. Beef, Mut- 
ton, Pudding, and generally. all Butchers 
Meat, (unleſs the animal Parts! be very much 
ſublimated by a skillful Hand) are a great 
Enemy to Wit; But Chicks,, Quails, Teals, 
Beccaficas, &c, are the proper Food for Inge- 
anity. What made D-. Tre, and ſe- 
veral others ſuch ſtupid Writers, but fre- 


quenting Chop houſes? whereas, half a Gui- 


nea now, and then, laid out at Bramus, or 
Pontacks,\wou'd: have turn di to Advantage, 
by the effect it wou'd have had upon their 
Intellectual. Living too long in a ſmall Edi- 


fice call'd a Box; confines the Ideas; a Coal 


fire ſpoils the Furniture of the Mind. Io 
drink Beer inſtead of Wine, lowers. Wit ſo 


much her Cent 5 and in a few Years it will 


44.5 


into a mere e Repſodift. . Fo . 
Another Occaſion of hs 8 of Wit i is, 
the great Miſtake ſome Pretenders. that Way 


Man is bleſy'd with an univerſal Genius. 


How many excellent Plow-men are daily 


ſpoil'd by putting on a Parſons Gown, And 
how many Factious Satay injure the Pub- 
lick 


as to the Call of Nature. No 


ſi 
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lick by miſtaking the Court for a Coffee- 
Houſe. What an awkward Sight is it to ſee 
a Dancing-Maſter lead up an Army, or the 
Captain of a Man of War riding a Race at 
Nem- market. The want of attending to 
this Call of Nature, fills the World with 
Nonſenſe, Miſmanagement, and Improper- 
ties in every Station of Life. 


Again ; The Nation at preſent ſeems as 


much miſtaken in the Idea of Vit, as they 
are in their Call to that Employment. Some 
take aWit and a wiſe Man to be the ſame Thing. 


Indeed in Old Times, every Virtuous Mag 


was eſteem'd a Vit; becauſe his Sentiments 
diſtinguiſh'd him from the Common of Man- 
kind, and he made himſelf admir'd for a 
laudable Singularity in his Conduct. Others 
in the other extreme, take a Wit to be a 
Man of barren Speculations, who glories in 
neglecting what is of real uſe to Mankind. 
A third Sort wou'd be eſteem'd Wits upon 


account of correcting Soleciſms, and falſe 


Punctuations, and digging for Etymologies. 
And the Generality of Men are willing to 
confound Memory, with Wit, as if Wit con- 
ſiſted in carrying Burdens, and Loading the 

C | Memory 
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Memory whh Words. Nor is the Number 
of thoſe leſs who regard Wit as an abſolute 
Quality, which ſofrie may be Maſters of in 
all its Latitude. But the Truth is, *cis all 
reſpective, tied to Places, Terms, Seaſons, and 


different Fmployments. He that is a Wit in 
one Reſpect, may expoſe himſelf in many 
others. One that is Wiſe in the Drawing 
Room, may be a Fool in the Dairy. A Coun- 
try-Gentleman perhaps is as ignorant of the 


Difference between a Maid of Honour, and a 


Lad) of the Bed-Chamber ; as a Courtier is 


incapable to diſtinguiſh between a fat Sheep 
and lean one, and a notable Blunder either 
way, ſhews that every Man is a Fool in what 
he does not underſtand. I was once acquain- 
ted with. a very Learned Foreign Divine, 


who notwithſtanding was puzzled with the 


Query; whether Travellers went by Land 


or Sea, from Callis to Dover, The Scripture 
will make an excellent Divine, but it does 


not give a Map either of France or Eng- 

land, | | 
In the next place, I am to conſider the 
Moral Impediments of Wit, In a leud Age, 
a Moral Wit is very little reliſh'd. Rocheſter 
is 
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liv 
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is almoſt every Bodies Book. Cowley is more 


admir'd than Read. What a World do we 
live in, that a Man maſt abjure (Hriſtianity 
to become Witty ! Purge the Book-ſellers Shops 


of Satyr, and Suut, and there is nothing to 
give a moral Man an Hours Diverſion, A 
Play is what moſt Perſons have recourſe to 


for a little Relaxations ; And what is it we 


laugh at upon that occaſion ? Either to ſee a 


Man ſtumble over a Block, or to hear that 
he is Cuckolded. That is; we never ſcem'd 
pleas'd, bur either with Lupertinence, or Lu- 


piety. A. ſerious moral Scene, is every Bo- 


dies Averſion. As for what requires Study, 
it can have no Diverſion in it, and lefs Inge- 


nuity. What Wit is there in an Ad of Par- 


liament, Biſpop Hoadleys Controverſies, or Sir 
Iaac Newtons Demonſtrations ? They neither 
divert nor improve, unleſs a Man turns Re- 
cluſe, and locks himſelf up tour Days in 3 
Week to underſtand their meaning. That 
Engine was certainly a Maſter. piece in its Kind, 
which mark'd out all the Moiſtions of the 
Celeſtial Globe, and Anſwer'd many intricate 


Queſtions belonging to Aſtronomy 5 but it he 


that is tied up to Minutes, mult Study two 
C > Hours 
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Hours before he can learn what a Clock it is, 
there may be Wit in the Invention, but the 
Treaſure lies too deep to be worth while to dig 
for it. But to return from this Digreſſion. 
Too much Religion, or a nicety in Morals, is 
certainly a very great Occaſion of the Scar- 
city of Wit. It does not only hinder Men 
of bright Parts from making their Ideas pub- 
lick, but *tis alſo a Reſtraint upon them in 
Converſation. I have known ſeveral Conſci- 
entious Wits abſtain from Jei#s, Puns, and 
Repartees, partly for fear of taking a vanity 
in the Performance, and partly for fear of be. 
ing tempted to a farther Impiety of becom- 
ing extravagantly witty, Perhaps it will be 


alledg'd againſt me, that my Arguments are 


inconſiſtent, For if Morality be one of the 


Grounds of the decay of Wit, how comes 


it that a Nation ſo extremely wicked, is ſo 
extremely dull? To this it is eaſily reply'd 
That as the Sun ripens Fruit, ſo it is often 
the occaſion of its rotting and dropping from 


the Tree. And as a jittle Wine exhilerates 


the Soul and makes a Man witty ; ſo a little 


Liberty in Morals, gives Nature an Oppor. 


tunity to ſhow her Vivacity: But when this 
Liberty 


023 
Liberty is wretchedly ef into Profane- 
eſs, it riſes above a Jeſt, and does not di- 
vert the Ear, but makes it tingle. To laugh 
at a Clergyman's broad Hat is ſometimes 
eſteem'd a notable Piece of Wit, eſpecially 


when 'tis roguiſly perform'd, To miſapply 


a Text of Scripture to a uſe ſomewhat pro- 
fane, is a farther advance in the ſame School. 
But to banter, and play with the number 
Three ; becauſe of the Reference it bears to 
the Myſtery of the Trinity will ſcarce paſs for 


Wit, unleſs it be in a Nation abandon'd to I- 


piety, So this Age has it in Election to em- 
brace either Part of the Alternative. Either 
to renounce their Claim to Vit, or accept of 
it upon the Terms of Iopicty. 


The falſe Idea of Wit, which now js in 


vogue, excludes thoſe from having any pre- 
tence to it, whoſe Education otherwiſe 
wou'd back their Claim; I mean the Clergy. 
For tis to be obſerv'd, that Learning is not 


Wit, but often Stupidity. Tis not the Move- 


mentemaker, but the Finiſher who challenges 


the Name of the celebrated Watchmaker. As 


Wit now goes, tis a rarity if not an impoſſi- 
bility for a Clergyman to be witty without 


breaking 


— 
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breaking through his Character. Dr. S-—-t 


and ſome others are an Inſtance of this Kind. 


Their Friends find it a Difficult task to make 
them Chriſtians. Ia the firſt Place a Clergy- 
man ought to be Serious, Wit is Light, and un- 


ſuitable to his Cloth. Wit is nouriſh'd by 


Wine, The 


and Pleaſant Converſation. 


Clergyman's buſineſs is Sobriety, and Re- 


tirement. Wit lies in Plays, Romances, No- 
vellt, Lampoons and other Performances of 
that Nature, excepting Balls, Aſſemblies and 
Maſquerades. But the Cler gyman Employ- 
ment are the Bible, Thirty nine Articles, 
Book of Homilies, Journal of the Convocation, 
Practice of Piety, whole Duty of Man &c. And 
he ought to ſhine no where in the way of 
Wit, but at a Chriſtning, Wedding, or 
fome other Parochial Occaſion, where a Jejune 
Story of King Charles the Seconds Days will 
not fail of meeting with great Applauſe. 

- Formerly the fair Sex had very large Pre- 
conf ions to Wit; but now alas! Modeſty 


cats them off: For I cannot think they will 


be diſpoſed to purchaſe that Name at the ex- 

_ pence of their Reputation. The Truth is, I 

am very unwilling to exclude them, from 
what 


( & 


what wou'd be a 4 4 Addition to the 
reſt of their ſhining Qualities; but the Ini- 
quity of the Times will have it ſo. and I 
with I cou'd ſay that of late they had not 
joyn'd in the common Cry againſt Wit, and 
enter d into ſeveral dangerous Combinations 
oppoſite to that Claim. A beautiful Face, 
2 fine Shape, a gentle Mien, a ſweet Accent, 
2 graceful Carriage, and other ſuch like Ingre- 
dients of a compleat Lady, tho' they cannot 

be call'd Wit, yet by the Courteſ of al! Men 
of Wit, and Honour, they entitle the Pro- 
prietors to the Name and Privileges of Vit; 
as being the Natural Conſequences of Wie, 
and Ingenuity; but naw all theſe noble 
Symptome of Femal Merit are loſt under Farce, 
and Maſquerade, we can neither diſtinguiſh 
the Perfections, nor do Juſtice to the right 
Owner. The Jilt, and the Sincere Lover, Beauty 
and Abomination, Virtue and the Lady of 
Pleaſure are ſo blended together, that this 
Nation never before countenanc'd fo publick 
an Injuſtice done to their Fair Sex. Yes, they 
are now fallen to ſuch a State of Degeneracy, 
that they have put off the very outward Body 
of Wit, and taken up an Apiſh Carriage in 


its 
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its ſtead. Affected Accents, Tmpertinent Gaity. 
unmannerly Wiſpering, unſeaſonable Gigling, 
trumpling the Month, peeping through the Eye, 
with a Thouſand ſuch like Italiun Critmaret, 
| have quite demoliſh'd the fine Brg/ifo Lach. 
And if there is any remains of Mit, yet among 
them it can only be call'd Cunning, in carty- 
ing on an Intrigue, which notwithſtanding is 
every Day forfeited by a Fooliſh Diſcovery. 
We are now coming to the Polztich 
Impediments of Wit. In theſe Days few wiſe 
Men write Books; and Fools cannot Write, 
What a loſs of time is it therefore, to read 
the Works of this Age? There are many 
Politick Reaſons why a Man ſhou'd never put 
Pen to Paper in Quality of an Author; but 
none more prevalent than Intereſt. If any 
thing con'd induce a Man to act againſt his 
Iatereſt it wou'd be Wit, which often Sacrifi- 
ceth Friends, Relations, and every thing that 
Dear, and Valuable. Some witty Fools there 
are who rather chuſe to Starve than not ex- 
erciſe their Faculty contrary to their own 
TnterefF, but the Generality wou'd gain by 
their Wit. The Craft of Boolſellers has oc- 
caſion d ſeveral of my Acquaintance to ab- 
ſtain 


627 
ſtain from being witty, tho? otherwiſe they 
were well Qualified. Perſons of Subſtance» 
and who are eaſy in their Fortunes are above 


the drudgery of Wit; and thoſe who wou'd 


live by; it, drudge without Profit, All this 
is owing to the Bookſellers who Monopolize 
the Merchandixe. There is more Skill re- 
quired in making a Hand of Wit, than in 
being really witty. It is Obſervable among 
the Jockeys at New-market, that after the 
Speed of a Horſe is blown, all the Advantage 


| he has above a Jad: depends upon the Match- 


makers Craft, But if the Speed of a Run- 
ning Horſe can be kept a Secret, the whole 
Meeting are eaſily bit. If a Bookseller lays 
hold of a Wit, he endeavours to perſwade 
him he is not ſo; and by this Means the Au- 
thor is his Bubble for ſeveral Years, till the 
Smugler . grows rich, and the Wit Writes 
himſelf into a Goal. 

Frequenting Coffee- Houſes is a great Obſta- 
cle to Wit. You may meet with an Atheiſt 
in one, a Sacinian in another, a Tory in a 
Third; but a Wit in none of em. I cannot 
tell what Coffee-Houſes were in Sir Roger 
{frogs Days. Now they are the Nurſery 

— 0 of 


— 


* Ate 
© 


note E ' — ——— wy 
T 


———_. 


bo EI 0 * 
: | : ow" 


. $6 
3 


3 — ä —— A 
= 
5 


de ade me defilt from the Erterpriſe. R 


4 


® » 
. 
- 
. . N 5 .. 
a a»: +4 » * 
* R 


ſeller and the Tavern, the Wit Starves. 
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of Indotence, and Sloth. The Forge of Lies. 
The Blunderſpop of the Iriſh; and if they 
afford any thing like Wit, tis all raisd in a 
Hot Bed, and dies as ſoon as the Air is let 
in upon it. In a Word, the laſt Felicity of 


a Man of no Conſequence is nd "Jy ina 
Co ffee-Houſe. © | 

1 was once my ſelf defgning t to bet up for 
a Wit ; but ſeveral things nearly ves 


Gentleman of Experience caution'd me againſt 
it, upon theſe Conſiderations. If, ſaid he, 
you have a Mind to Starve in a' Goa), to be 
ſoundly Cudglld, and make your Exit at 
burn; your ready way is to turn Mit. 


Wit and Poverty commonly go hand in ct 
hand. There are only two ways of Subfiſt- Y. 
ing in this Life. Trade, and Patrimony.. Al fi 
Mit is too much given to Flights to be In. | ſi 


duſtrious. Speculation is a thin Diet, and 
few grow Fat upon it. A Moderate Genie, 
Dutch Capacity, or Trafficking Wit is the onl y 
Method to grow rich. Between the Book- 
He 
empties his Purſe to ſupply himſelf with Wit, 
and the Bookſeller brings ſo many Articles of 
Diſcount 
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Diſcount, for Paper, Printing, Advertiſements, 
Publiſhing, Stationers-Hall ; beſides the Per- 
1 belonging to the Knaviſh Part of the 

.alling : That the Copy-mony. will ſcarce keep 
the Wit alive, till ſome National Folly gives 
him an opportunity of Recruiting. Few 
Wits give the World any Diverſion after 
they have Writ themſelves into a Poſt. A 
Man that abuſes another without Wit, de- 
ſerves to be Cudgell 'd: And he that does it 
wittily Is actually Cudgelld. Wit 1 in theſe 
e, | Days, as I obſerv'd before i is divided i in a 
e | great Meaſure between Smut, and Satyr ; in 
it | both caſes} you are in danger of being beaten. 
. upon the firſt Occaſion the Ladies out of De- 
n | cency, rap you with their Fan, in the latter 
you run the riſque of a more ſerious Cha- 
A | ſtiſement. But the Conſequences of Wit are 
- | ſtill more dreadful. 
d A Wit has ſometimes a Tempta tion to be- 
7 come a Politician, He is for prying into 
y | State Affairs, and attacking Parties; in 
- | which Caſe he always falls a Sacrifice when 
e | the Power Shifts. 1 
I have known one Clergyman made a Dear, 
and agother condemn d to the Pillory, for 
5 | —_ the 
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the very fame piece of Wit well and in Cal. 


culated. Have we not all ſcen the Priſons 


ſuch Retailers of Wit daily hurry'd to an un- 
welcome Retirement, are woeful Inſtances 
of the ſmall Encouragement Men have to be 

witty. Nay every Execution Day, tho Trays 


tors, Shoplifters, High-way-men, Houſe. break- 
ers &c. are lamented by their Friends and 


Relations upon many other Accounts, yet no- 


thing is ſo often repeated as the occaſion of 


their diſmal end, as an excels of WY and In- 
genuity. 


While I was Entertaining. my ſelf with 
theſe Thoughts, an Aſſertion of Mr. Whi-—s 
came into my Mind, vid. That the late ge- 


neral Ecclipſe was a great Occaſion of the 


Decay of Vit in this end. The Reaſon he 


alledg'd was; becauſe it created a certain 


Chillneſs in the! Ia habitants which had never 
left them ſince, but daily prey'd more and 
more upon their natural Warmth, till at laſt 
it reduced em to ſuch a State of Stupidity 


of London and Weſtminſter, crowded with 
Mꝛits from the Lord Treaſurer to the Cobler 
of High-Gate 2 Printers, Publiſhers, Book- 
ſellers, News-writers, Ballad:ſingers, and all 


(631 
as to bo obliged to muffle themſel ves up in 
Maſquerade, But this perhaps may be look'd 
upon as much a Dream, as to make the Comet 
which appear 'd before the Death of King 
Charles the Second, the Occaſion of the 
General Deluge. So I leave the Letter, 
and only ſtick to the Moral. A great Vit 
may Ecclipſe little Ones ſo far, as to make 
the World regardleſs of them. There has 
been ſomething of this of late in Great Bri- 
tain, A great Poet, a great Mat hematician, 
a great General, a great Phyſician, a great 
Man, and a great King, have made all others 
reſpectively inſignificant in that Way. Who 
pretends to talk of Longitude in the Preſence 
of Mr. R-------r 2 To pronounce boldly upon 
a, Diſtemper ſince the death of Dr, R-----e, or 
diſturb the Peace of Europe when King George 
is the Guarantee of the Worlds Felicity ? 
The Succeſs of pretended Wits has deprivd 
the World of the Bleſſing of real Ones, No- 
thing can be a greater Diſcouragement than 
to ſee Trifies Rewarded, and Bloctheads 
carried in Triumph. The Succeſs of very _ 
bad Plays, has made the beſt Poets turn Far- 
mers, and Stock-jobbers ; nothing diſcovers 

more 


"ah 


more the National Degeneracy | as to Mit, 


than to hear the Theatre clap at a Sergeant? $ 
calling, a Country Clown Gentleman - Soldier, 
and fic unconcern'd at a Period worth a thou» 
ſand Piſtoles. When all other things were 
vendible, IWit cou'd never be purcbas d till 
of late, Ben Jobnſon, and Shakespear never 


brib d for Wit. But now a Man is eſteem d 


muſt be engaged by a Dedication. 


either Fool, or Wi, according a he makes | 
Friends, or Enemies. A Powerful Patron 
The 
World ſeduced, by the blaze of a Title, The 
Trifle tip'd at both ends with a borrow'd . 
Prologue, and Epilogue. The Audience be- 
ſpoke from all Corners of the Town, before 
the Timorous Wit dare expoſe himſelf to the 
; Publick, Strip C----r of theſe Adyantages, 


and what will become of the N---j---r./ nen fa 


Tt is not to be Acconnted the leaſt occaſion. 
of the Decay of Wit, to be too well acquain- 
ted with Foreign Languag . This makes 2 
Man a Wit-hunter which | is no better than a 
Higb. ap- man. The Impiety comes not to 
a head all on a ſuddaig, It begins! in our Vouth, 
with Stealing our Exerciſe at School with cap- 
ping Verſes, and repeating Hudibras. After- 
wards when we begin to ſet up for our ſelves, 


We 


* 


„ 


49 


ts © nm er a > © AE 4 


embezelling of Foreign Wit. 
Human Reſpect has a mighty a 
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we are ſo addicted to tranſpoſing and tranſla- 
ting, that we are never ſure to ſay any thing of 
our own but when we ſay ſomething that is 
dull and inſipid. Are not one half of our Boo 
fllers Shops filłd with Foreign Wit? The 
Spaun Rogue, the Ital ian Politician, the 
German Rapſodiſt, the French Novelles, No- 
mances and Memoirs are the chief Orna- 
ment of every Gentleman's Library. The 
Dutch: are the only. People, who ſeem to 
have very little to complain of us for tho 


over our Actions, let them be good or bad. 
The State of this Life will not permit us 
to be ſo refin d in our Motives, as not to 
have ſome Mercenary Views in the Per- 
formance of our Duty. This Imperfection 
is Obſervable in Wit, as well as in other 
Things. The Fear of a Critick often makes 
Men either filent or inſipid: This is no 
ſmall Source of the Decay of Wit : Baſh- 


ſillineſs is equal to Folly. There is no Dif- 
| ference as to the Improvement of Mankind, 


whether a Perſon is a real Fool or a dumb 
Wit, Tis the Awe the World lives in of 
1 Critics, 
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be an Iapudent Wit to ſurvive being hid]. 


Nor indeed, can any Wit be without Fear 


more than he really does. But when a Pers 


making the reſt of Mankind as wiſe as him- 
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Criticks, which occaſioneth this great De 
triment. The greateſt Vit has commonly 
more Pride than Wit; and his Pride makes 
him conceal his Wit, for fear of being hum- * 
bled under a Diſappointment. A Man muſt] 


once off the Stage: Hence it is that the moſt] 
celebrated Wit will not venture himſelf. a- 
broad without the Strong Guard of a Patron, 
Preface, Dedication &c. And very often un- 
der all theſe Advantages, an ill Naturd Cri. ! 
tick ſhall trip up his Heels, and the Paſtry | 
Cook becomes the Heir of his Lucubrationss | ** 


upon theſe Occaſions. If he is a Party- man, 
he directly challenges one half of the Nation. 
If he affects being Prudent, and ſets up for | 
Neutrality, he is declar d Iaſipid, and pleaſes 
no Body. Writing a Bool, is ſtripping a Mans 
ſelf Naked. He that conceals his Sentiments, 
and Learning may be ſuppoſed to know 


ſon Writes, he is ſuppoſed to write his beſt, 
and 'exhauſt himſelf in the Cauſe ; and by 


ſelf he becomes Contemptible, 
The 
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The Death of a Parent is an inſupport. 
able Loſs to a Chilu, when it is to be ex- 
poſed to a hier dons Education. There 1s 
always a Corps de reſerve '\ in an Army to ſe- 
cure the Conque ſt at the latter end of a Day. 
Some Wits there are which languiſh, unlefs 
they are well Seconded; The Toy climbs by 
a.| the ſtrength of the Oa#; and the Feeble 
| wrcorreff Genius wants an able Hand to give 
nit a Luſtre. What a poor Figure do Second 
Rate Wits, make when they are left deſtitute 
by the Death, or Abſence of a Potent Aux- 
#liary? When one Wit turns Secretary of 
State, another ceaſeth to be Secretary of the 
Muſes. The Oak is cut down for the uſe of 
the Britiſh Navy, the Ie falls, and is trodden 
under every Bodies Feet, Thus of late the 
rewarding of Real "Oy has been the ruin 
of Pretenders. 

Nothing can be more te than Wit 
and Trafiak. When the bright Men of a 
Nation give themſelves to Stock jobbing, 
they are Inpenetrable to a Jeſt, The beau- 
ty of a fine Period, and Nameration Table 


have nothing Cominon. Thoſe who were 


employed in comparing Antient, and Mo- 
E . dern 
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dern 8 are now adjuſting; Receipts 
and Disburſements, While the South Sea 
Stock, riſes ſo much, Wit will fall Proporti- 
onably. And Greſham-Callege can never 
carry on their Projects of finding Forreſts.in 
the Bowels of Acrons, and equipping Flects 


to fetch Weeds from the Indies, while Co- 


ronets and Blew Garters and. ſock as ſhou'd 
contribute towards it, are ſeen * often at 
Change Alley. 
| Bad Company is no leſs dangerous in in re- 
gard of Morals, than of Wit. Thieves, 
Drunkards, and More - Ma era, are all made 
by the Force of Example.” And a Vit dege- 
nerates by converſing with an unpoliſtyd 


People, The fineſt Marble diſcovers not its 


beautiful Veins till Art has improved Na- 
ture. Some Nations are Reffnero, other 
Nations go no farther than a Fawhdraught. 
Some have their upper Rooms well Furniſh'd, 
others their Store-bouſes, Frugality is com- 
mendable in low Life. But tis a hard Fate 
upon a Nation, that Men cannot be 
Rich without being Blockheadls. 

But among all the e of Wir, 

none gives more Diſturbance, eſpecially in 

| c 2 
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a Mercenary Nation, than that it ſhou'd go 
unrewarded, which IT fear will be my Fate 
in this Pamphlet, Baſtards are often made 
Daker, Whores Counteſſes, and Bawds en- 


- {| rich'd with Crown Lands, while the Wit is 


d | removed from the Stage of Life, without 
t ner Land, or Title, The Sailor is pro- 
| vided for at Greenwich. The Soldier at 

Chelſea, But the Wit after he has languiſh'd 


away his Bloom in fruitleſs Attempts of 


2 
55 
e climbing by Iztrin/ick Merit, has no Place 
>. | to retire to but Bedlam; and ſo is under a 
4 | Neceſſity of going out of his Wits, becauſe 
he cou'd not live by 'em. 
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